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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS EXPENDITURE 

287. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. No, Treasurer, it has not. We assume that there has been budget cut off and we 
did give the Treasurer notice, so he should be able to given an answer on the exact amount of royalties for regions 
funds that were expended in 2016–17. Has the Treasurer deliberately misled the people of Western Australia by 
stating before the election that he supported RforR, but after the election using it to boost the consolidated account? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 

I thank the Leader of the National Party again. Does the Leader of the National Party recall the overprovisioning 
in the royalties for regions fund? 

Ms M.J. Davies: Yes. Answer the question. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Just to remind members, including the former Minister for Regional Development, royalties 
for regions had a significant overprovision. Effectively, that is an allocation because so much money could not be 
spent each year, so it was overprovisioned. That is what the former government did. 

Ms M.J. Davies: But there is a legislated cap. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I did not do that; the former government did that. That is what I have inherited. The 
overprovisioning means that come 30 June we do not know exactly how much has been spent. But by the time of 
annual report, usually in late September, from memory, it will be clarified. With regard to the 25 per cent, it was 
about 20.9 per cent. 

Ms M.J. Davies: That’s not true. That’s got nothing to do with what you’ve actually spent. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The former government put the cap in, not me; we are not changing the legislation. The cap 
was a National Party–Liberal Party initiative. What that meant, depending on the total amount of royalties, is that 
less than 25 per cent would go in. The National Party did that! The National Party, not me. So what that meant in 
the current financial year — 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I have explained in this place before that because of the operations of the act, the money is 
borrowed on 1 July and put into what I used to call “Brendon’s account”; it is no longer that of course. It used to 
be borrowed and put into that account. I think I said that is about 20.9 per cent for the 2016–17 financial year. 
From memory, the 2015–16 financial year was 25 per cent. The year before that it was just under 19 per cent 
because of the cap the National Party put in place. That is the result. I will tell the Leader of the National Party as 
soon as I know what the final spend is, but I dare say that would be fairly close to the annual report time for the 
2016–17 financial year. That has not changed; it is exactly as the National Party used to do. It will probably be 
about late September this year. 
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